1936 Columbia, South Carolina, Sesquicentennial Half Dollar 


Mintage figures: Philadelphia — 9,007, San Francisco — 8,007, Denver — 8,009, 23 for assay. Designed and modeled by A. 
Wolfe Davidson and distributed by the Sesquicentennial Commission of Columbia, South Carolina Hon. James H. 
Hammond, chairman; Dr. L.B. Owens, treasurer; Mrs. Julian Hennig, secretary. The models were reduced by the Medallic 
Art Company of New York, NY. Image courtesy of Heritage Auctions, Louis Bassano Collection, Ex JFS Collection. 


Approved by Congress on March 18, 1936 and issued in commemoration of the sesquicentennial 
anniversary of the founding of the capital of South Carolina at Columbia, South Carolina. 


Design: 
Obverse: Justice standing holding sword in right hand and scales in left; in background, at left, the old 
State Capitol building with date 1786 below; in background at right the new State Capitol building with 
date 1936 below; in upper left field LIBERTY; around upper border, SESQUICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 
OF THE CAPITAL; around lower border: COLUMBIA SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Reverse: Palmetto tree, the state emblem of South Carolina, with oak branches at base; above tree, E- 
PLURIBUS-UNUM; in right field, IN GOD WE TRUST; surrounding tree a semicircle of 13 stars; around 
outer border UNITED STATES OF AMERICA-HALF DOLLAR. 


“, « « TO commemorate the sesquicentennial of Columbia, the Act of March 18, 1936, was passed 
allowing a total of 25,000 of the coins to be minted in San Francisco, Denver and Philadelphia. 

The design was the work of Clemson University sculptor A. Wolfe Davidson. The obverse of the design 
bears the image of the goddess of Justice (she is also on the seal of Columbia) holding scales in one 
hand and a sword in the other. To the left of her is the Old State House and to the right is the State House 
used today. Directly below her feet is the mintmark (except of the Philadelphia coin), and around the 
border is the inscription SESQUI CELEBRATION OF THE CAPITAL/COLUMBIA SOUTH CAROLINA. The 
reverse contains the state emblem, the palmetto tree.1 Around it are thirteen stars, and on the border is 
the denomination (HALF DOLLAR) and UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

. . Altogether 9,007 pieces were produced at Philadelphia, 8,009 in Denver and 8,007 in San 
Francisco. Single coins were sold for $2.15 and sets for $6.45. After all orders were filled, there were 
none left over. Six sets were sealed in a time capsule that was opened in 1986 (50 years later). A set was 
given to Franklin D. Roosevelt on February 15, 1937. 


The committee responsible for making all that happen was the Sesquicentennial Commission of 
Columbia, South Carolina (Hon. James H. Hammond, chairman; Dr. L.B. Owens, treasurer; Mrs. Julian 
Hennig, secretary.” 


Hon. H. 3. Yulner, 
Member of Congrsss, 
¥esnington, Dd. C. 


Dear CongreSsman Fulmer: 


AS the last meeting ot th 
Sesqui~Centemisi Commission, Sen. defi Bates re 
ported the conversation with you, in which is 
Stated your greet interest in the effort to se 
cure the strizine of tho 21ifty~-cent ccin in com- 


memorzetion of this occasion, 


®he Commission was éelisns- 
ed in your position and hes fuii faith in your 
enility to accocplish tnis ema. However; time is 
rapidly nassiny end the swemy-secona of lierch 
11 be here doZore ws imeovy it, wnieSS Te fF 


4 
ranidgly ourselres. 


Tan not tacsing up the aat- 
ter with anybody excent you emi Senetor Reaves. 
“waat can I do *0 Zaeeklitets the mitter and azsisv 
you? ‘onli it be kelptni fcr a resolution to te 
vessed cy the teneral Assembly and by the City 
outnoritics? 

Plecso write me »t ence 
VROS Gze presnéess arv and whet are your suggses 
ions, 23 we iuste ges this esin moving just &s 
quickly @s we can, 


C4 
) 


ames Rh. Fennmondg 
Chairmen 


1 The Commemorative Trail; The Journal of the Society for U.S. Commemorative Coins, 1936 Columbia, South Carolina 
Sesquicentennial Half Dollar, A Capitol Is Born, by Danny C. Hoffman (J-0073 SC). Summer 1993, Volume 8 - #4, p. 24. 


COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE H. P. FULMER 
STEERING COMMITTEE 20 Dist. SouTH Carona 


Reworece: 


Congress of the GBnited States ORANGEBURG. 5. C. 
Bouse of Representatives 
Washington, B. €. 


February 24, 1936. 


Hon. James F. Byrnes, 


United otates Sennte. 


Desr Jinmie: 


This moraing I succeeded in sin: e bill introducei 
by me on July 17, 1955, H. Re 
of 25,000 SO-cent pieces inc 
ceutennisl snniversary of t 
Columbie, South Carolina. 


on of the Sesqui- 
of the City of 


I should epprecla 
this Bill in te senat nuY I understeai this celebration 


You remenbde 


far Roberts sho was connecte? sith the 
Treesury, anv reteis 


told us when we called on him about 
this Bill t at 2% artment azn well es: the President ra 
Very such szvceinst tHe passage of such legislation. However, 
numer:us bills hs:ve been passed and signed by the Frest-ent 
for verious secticns of the couatry ani I am hoping, if end 
when you get this BLil through the soennte, you x~ill meke e 
special effort to see to it that the Fresident signs this 
Billi. 

There vre seversl bills pending on ihe calendar in the 
House tut, since I arve been able to get this through, I éa 
ho fda: th: t we will be edle to get whis before th: Fresident 
prouptly end have s&me signed. 


Yours very sincerely, 


H. P. Fulmer, the Co 


#4 


CARTER GLASS, VA., CHAIR Mae 


Sete coo”  # Wnrifed States Senate 


ALWA B. ADAMS, COLO. 7 ° COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 


Suna s SURE CANON. Sih: Yarch 6, 1936. 


eno FF. mA, CLERK 
see WM. BMITH, ABET. CLanAK 


Mr. James H. Hammond, 
Attorney at Yaw, 
Columbia, South Carolina. 


Dear Jim: 


On yesterday tre House agreed to my amendments 
to the Coinage Bill and it has been enrolled and the 
Presicent should receive it tomorrow or the next day. 

I talked to the President's Secretery, Marvin 
4cIntyre, this afternoon, and he told me that if there 
res any doudt as to the President vetoing the Bill, he 
woule talk to me before doing so. 


With best wishes to you personally, I an 


Sincerely yours, 


Cooeev Fy — 


SES FP. BYPNES. la 


B/w 


#4 


=a Wnited States Senate 


Merch 20, 1926 


ir, James H. Hammond 


Columbia, South Caroline 
Dear Jin: 


sigmed tne Bill for the issuance of twenty-five thousand 
fifty cents : 


I wired you yesterday that the President had 


ieces. I forverded to bir. Fulmer a4 vaser 
contcining tne signatures of Senator Smith and myself <a 
he told me thet he wonid secure all of the signatures 

of the Congressmen and sent to you.. I precume this was 
aone. 


. 


With best wishes te you, I on 


Sinceraly yours, 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
WASHINGTON 


orrice oF 


DIRECTOR OF THE'’MINT = 
398 REPLYING QUOTE INCTLALS April 8, 1936. 


Hon. James H. Hammond, Chairman, 

Coin Cammittes, 

Columbia Sesqui-centenniai Celebration, 
Columbia, South carolina. 


Dear Sir: 


Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of April 6th, 
relative to the Act authorizing the issue of commemorative coins 
for Columbia, S. ©. 


It will be necessary for you to obtain designs for this 
coin which should be submitted to this Office in the Son oe 
plaster cast aporo RC. evere en the 

esign is received in this form it will be submitted to the 
Commission of Fine Arts for consideration as to the artistic merits. 
Subsequently, the design will require the approval of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 


The law requires that the following devices shall appear 
On our coins; The motto ” od we trust"; the words "pf plurib 
_Snum”; "United States of America”; the word "Liberty"; the denomination 
of the coin SMS Wats Or issue. Of course, the design can be 
developed in ordance with your artist's ideas in order to identify 


the design with the event intended to be celebrated. 


After this model has been approved as being ina satis- 
factory condition to be used for the preparation of a master die, 
this die will te made at the Mint in Philadelphia. Prom the master 
die the Mint is required to make the working dies. Your committee | 


will be required to pay for the cost of the master die, which is 
$300,005 and also to supply the model. 


When the coins are completed they will be delivered over 
the counter at the Mint in Philadelphia at face value. Transportation 
of tae coins would also de an expense to be borne dy your committee. 
ry 6 ern oa 

I trust these suggestions will cover the scope of your 


inquiry. However, if we can assist you further please do not hesitate 
to call upon us. 


Very truly yours, 


ee 
. <—s 


O*R/eh Acting pirector of the Mint. 


April £2, 1936 


iss Eery ite O*Roilly, 
acting Director of tho tint, 
Treasury bepartnont, 
ioshington, Ge Ce 


Pear :-adan: 


~@ wish to oxmross our apprecintion of your intcrest end infore 
motion in rosard to the necessary data to procure the coin for 
cclovration of the cesquieCentennial of Colunbia. 


ble Ae Golfe Lovidson, a professor at sicnson college, ~ We Leys 
“411 nz TOLaro the plaster cast in accordance vith your ictter ef 
ant 418 tue 


soncrer, © uncorstooc or. .evidson to vant cven more information 
fron sour orifices, und he ill probably write rscu.e 

12 you _slease, kindly sive sre psec cuon infossction cicn- 
these lines as the Je:seidcion ds itled to, aS he is our rte 
rrasentatlyce 


Very truly’, 


a —_ 4 
GQzOS fie sO. TOR’ 
— 
pola nd aap ges lok gt 


papers 


eiulfl 


cory to Dr. Devidsan 
vongressinn tulsrer 


Courtesy of the U. S. Commission of Fine Arts 
Minutes of Meeting held in New York City, May 28, 1936. 


The following members were present: 
Mr. Moore, Chairman, 

Mr. Howells, 

Mr. Lawrie, 

Mr. Savage, 

Mr. Borie, 

Mr. Shepley, 


Also Mr. H. P. Caemmerer, Secretary and Executive Officer. 


South Carolina Memorial Coin: Under date of May 25, 1936, the following letter was received from the 
Director of the Mint submitting the models of the South Carolina coin, made by A. Wolf Davidson: 


May 25, 1936. 
Hon. Charles Moore, Chairman, 
Commission of Fine Arts, 
Navy Department Building, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir, 

| am forwarding plaster models of the design for the fifty-cent piece authorized by Congress to be 
issued in commemoration of the sesquicentennial anniversary of the founding of the capital of South 
Carolina at Columbia, South Carolina. 

There are readily recognizable defects in the models. However, in accordance with our customary 
procedure | am sending them for your consideration with the request that you report as to their artistic 
merit or lack of merit. 


Very truly yours, 


(Signed) Nellie Tayloe Ross, 
Director of the Mint 


On the obverse appears a representation of the seal of South Carolina and on the reverse a palmetto 
tree. Mr. Lawrie inspected the models and said the work indicates the designer is not an experienced 
medalist, and that the models lack artistic merit. The Commission disapproved the models and the 
Director of the Mint was informed accordingly. (Exhibit B) 

The Commission suggested that the Director of the Mint be requested to advise artists that they should 
submit preliminary designs before executing a model. Mr. Moore explained the difficulty the Commission 
has had in prior years in the matter of securing new designs for the greenbacks which are in circulation. 
The poor engraving of the Lincoln Memorial on the five dollar bill was deplored. 


Exhibit B 


June 1, 1936. 
Dear Mrs. Ross: 

The Commission of Fine Arts, at their meeting on May 28, 1936, considered the models, by A. Wolf 
Davidson, for the South Carolina Memorial fifty cent piece to commemorate the sesquicentennial 
anniversary of the founding of the capital at Columbia. These models were received with your letter of 
May 25th. 


The models are unsatisfactory technically, and the Commission believe they could not be reduced 
properly by your Bureau. Also, the design is too complicated and confused. 

To design a coin requires knowledge of the requirements of technical matters pertaining to coinage. It 
also demands a monumental sense, and a high regard for the virtue of simplicity. 

Suggestions as to design properly come from the people in interest. Then the work should be placed in 
the hands of a medalist of experience to prepare the models. 

The models are herewith returned. 

For the Commission of Fine Arts: 


Very respectfully, 


(Signed) Charles Moore, 
Chairman. 


Hon. Nellie Tayloe Ross 
Director of the Mint 
Treasury Department 
Washington, D.C. 


Plaster obverse model by A. Wolfe Davidson that were rejected by The Commission of Fine Arts. Courtesy of the 
Commission of Fine Arts. 


Plaster reverse model by A. Wolfe Davidson that were rejected by The Commission of Fine Arts. Courtesy of the 
Commission of Fine Arts. 


“To the Director of the Mint Nellie Tayloe Ross from the Senator from South Carolina James 
Byrnes on May 30, 1936, regarding having the Columbia, South Carolina, Sesquicentennial Half 
Dollar struck at all three mints. 


| am enclosing to you copy of Public No. 476 of the 74‘ Congress, which authorizes the coinage of 
fifty-cent pieces in commemoration of the sesqui-centennial anniversary of the founding of the capital of 
South Carolina at Columbia, South Carolina. 

| am recently in receipt of a communication from the Chairman of the sesqui-centennial commission, 
requesting that | take up with you the possibility of having the coins issued by three different mints. | 
believe this is not prohibited by the Act, and if you could comply with this request, | would greatly 
appreciate. 


To the Director of the Mint Nellie Tayloe Ross from the Chairman of the Commission of Fine Arts 
Charles Moore on June 1, 1936, regarding the designs of the Columbia, South Carolina, 
Sesquicentennial Half Dollar. 


The Commission of Fine Arts, at their meeting on May 28, 1936, considered the models, by A. Wolf 
Davidson, for the South Carolina Memorial 50 cent piece to commemorate the sesquicentennial 
anniversary of the founding of the capital at Columbia. These models are unsatisfactory technically, and 
the Commission believe they could not be reduced properly by your Bureau. Also the design is too 
complicated and confused. 

To design a coin requires a knowledge of the requirements of technical matters pertaining to coinage. It 
also demands a monumental sense, and a high regard for the virtue of simplicity. 


Suggestions as to design properly come from the people of interest. Then the work should be placed in 
the hands of a medallist of experience to prepare the working models. 
The models are herewith returned. 


To Columbia Sesquicentennial Commission Chairman James Hammond from the Director of the 
Mint Nellie Tayloe Ross on June 13, 1936 regarding the designs of the Columbia, South Carolina, 
Sesquicentennial Half Dollar. 


In response to your request of June 10th, | am today forwarding to Dr. A. Wolfe Davidson, Clemson 
College, S.C., the models submitted by him for the Columbia Sesquicentennial Celebration 
commemorative coin. As you were advised in a previous letter, the models were submitted for criticism as 
to their artistic merits. Upon examination the designs submitted by you were judged to be unsatisfactory 
technically and it was not believed that they could be reduced properly at the Mint. 

It was further stated that the design was to [sic] complicated and confused. 

The model should not exceed 8 1/8” in diameter and should be executed in such a manner as to be 
suitable for coinage purposes. The background of field should have a slight radius. A model having an 
absolute flat background would be practically impossible to use for a coinage die. The extreme depth of 
the relief from the border to the deepest part should not exceed 5/32” and the highest part of the design 
should be kept slightly under the level of the border. 

| assure you that it will give this Bureau very much pleasure to expedite the execution of the master 


dies as soon as acceptable models have reached this Bureau.” 
Courtesy of the U. S. Commission of Fine Arts 
Minutes of Meeting held in New York City on July 17, 1936. 


The following members were present: 
Mr. Moore, Chairman, 

Mr. Clarke, 

Mr. Lawrie, 

Mr. Savage, 

Mr. Borie, 

Mr. Shepley, 


Also Mr. H. P. Caemmerer, Secretary and Executive Officer. 


Columbia, South Carolina, Coin: During the meeting in New York City the secretary received a long 
distance call from the office of the Acting Director of the Mint, stating that a revised design for the 
Columbia, South Carolina, coin had been received and that the advice of the Commission of Fine Arts 
was desired concerning it. Accordingly it was arranged that the sculptor, Mr. A. Wolf Davidson, come to 
New York with his sketch models and let Mr. Lawrie inspect them on Saturday, July 18. 


2 The Authoritative Reference on Commemorative Coins 1892 -1954, Kevin Flynn, published by Kyle Vick, 2008, 
p. 268-269. 


Original eight inch plaster cast of the obverse and reverse from which the master dies were made. Courtesy of the 
Commission of Fine Arts. 


Gchunbis Sesqui-Gentermial Celebration siia 


1786-1935 
WEEK SEGINNING MARCH 22no. 
MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION: 


* fumes uta Henna, BecaeraRy Columbia, S. C. 
On. L. B. Owens. TREASURER 
Win. sates Hari aneen Sept.16, 1956. 


UINOTES: 


4 meeting of ths Columbia Sesaui-Centenrial Commission wes nele 
et the Chamber of Commerce, Wednesday, Sent.16,1936, at 12 HM. with 
the following memoers sresent: 


Hon. James H. Hammond, Chairman; 
Mes.Julian Eennig; ; 
Dr.L.B.Owens, 

Mr.emes Haltiwanger, 

hir,J.Hacfie anderson; 

fir. H#illiem Lykes, dr. 


tir. C. S. Lemon was cut of the city end Hon. cef2? B.Betes was unebie 
to attend but sent nis roxy by Hr.Fanmond. 


. 


Tae meetinz was called to-order by Uir.Hemmornd who asked Hr .iv 
advise the committee in regard to letters received from the ii 
connection with the minting of the coins, ii .Lykes reported thes 
some two or three weez= ago the liint nad called for a peyment oF 
$500.00 to ve used for the meking cf the dies; this anocnt hed teer 
sorwarded to the Mint end advanced oy the Columodia Chamber of Con- 
merece. Yesterdsy a letter was received advising that the coins 
would be minted as Zoliows: 

3,000 Philadelrnia Mint; 

§,0CO Denver ifint; 


¢ ts 
n 


Is 
cri 
eo 


fhe coins from the Phitadelyphia ifins woulda be ready oy the 18%h or 


Henmoneé reported tering made arracsements with the South cer 
Bank to finance the mintins of the coins. 


Discussion then fohlowea as to the ¢coss and distribution o£ tas 2925. 
it was brouzht out oF lir.Hammord that it Would pe to the aéventese <= 
tke Cemaission to Gisctribute the coin only arte> the output wes re- 
ceived from the three fints as Meany coliectors woulé desire she eos 
piste set. 


Motion was aade by iiz.iyEee, seconded by iir Feltiwanger and carried: 
"Thet no ccins be distributed until @ll of the ilinta have forwarded 
treir outpus.” 

Following this motion lir.inderson moved, seconded by Lir.Lykes: 

"Phet order blenks be sent, with 2 letter, to every person vho =24 
sent in an omer or mie inguiry in regard to the coin. Where monez 
in the form of checks, cash or money orders nad been sent with orders 
fcr coins thet these monies be returned to the sender" ifotion carrie: 
The concensus of opinion was thet it would be less trouble to rezurr 
whese monies and have the correct amounts remitted for the coins or- 
asred. 


Motion was made by ifr.Lbysxes, seconded by iir.anderson and carried: 


Goluubia Sesyui-Gentennial Celebration 


, 1786-1936 
WEEK BEGINNING MARCH 22No. 
MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION: 


tee sun es Reimit 
ue. wnaian Lyats. Jn. MINUTES #2. 


lotion: "Certified checks, cash or money orders only will be accented: 

in payment for coins eat tome and ebreed.” 

It was announced that tre Board of Cirectors of the Columbia Cheater 

or Commerce recommendes, at their last meeting, that ea price of 

$2.15 be asxed for the coin. 4: 

Kr.Sammond spoke in réserd to the various factors which enter into 

the price placed on enz commemorative coin; he @id treat the number 

oz coins minted decreased or increased the yelue. The fact that ths 

Columbia coin had been delayed ned enhanced the value. Considerasle 

aiscussion Followed es to the price end a motion was made by 

Hr.anderson, seconded o7 iir.Lykes thet it be stated in the circular 

lether sent cut with the order olanks that orders for sets be citer 

preterentisl considerecion. This motion was cerried. 

sir Saltiwense> then mored, seconded br ifr.amderson that the price 

oz tm Salton %2.00 over the counter end $2.15 by weil. Hotion 

carried, 

foe questicn as to whesner there should ve 2a linit to the nusber 

oviered oF any indiviéusl was discussed end ae mosion wes meade by 

if. Lyzes, sscondead oy it.Ealtiwamger that 10 sets be the maxioun 

numosr allowed to anz cons individual, commeny cr corporation. 3e- 
wion carried. 

mention was meas of thes nandling of these coins and a motion wes 

méde by lir.celtiwanger, seconded by :.i-s.Kennig that this satter ds 

lert tc ths Finance Comittee of which lir.tiaefie -ndersonm is Creir- 

maa anc that whoever zeriles these monies shell be prererly oondec. 

liosion carried. ; 

Tae Commission agreed mnanimously thes it should be made clear tha: 
Se esle oF these coins would te to individnsls and nos to devzlers. 

Bre. Eemmizg croughs ip tie matter of giving Columbians cis First cz- 

DOrtTABivy of rurchasizz the coins, she mede the Pollowisz motion, 


* 2 meets 


a ee 
Surszested th 


&S the Cheiraen oF the Fizance Connittes be ested to cie- 
cuss the ists 
2 


WRica was satondsa by cir. Saltivense> ena exrrisd: 
sotion:"Qaat tor 26 frevrs after the coins eve received Colundiars wit 
have tie privilese of taping tae coins before cail orders are filisi. 
wOS.Eennig eiso moved thas the Finance Connittse be sustorized tc 
‘fendle any cetters which any come un Surther in conmeesion with ths 
sale oF the ecsius. This was secondee or .cir.iykes and cerried, 
i-S.Zenniz spoke in regurd tc the slow govezent of tne sooks; sts 

- 

. 

srowith tre Bryan ScoE store end see what proposition 
Seey would maxs to purchase the boots outriszht. Br.oOvene vas in 
Savor Of maxing 2 gizt of these boozs to tae nublic ecroois of South 
Carolina. fhe Chair siicested waiting untii <« later date to decide 
the question. lir.He:vsond enneunced *hzt one of tne Eistories nazi ss¢ 
pisced in the comerstvore of the nev: Citadel building end the pre- 
sentation of one to General ammerali. ‘ne Cosmiesion wee eppreciz- 
tive oF this ection on the sert oF ir .Henmond. 
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MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION: 


HON. JAMES H. MAMMOND, CHAIRMAN 
MARS. JULIAN HEKMIG, Secectaay 
Da. L. B. Owens, Tacasunex 

HON. Jarre B, Bates 

Mr. Ames HaLTIwancer 

Mr. MCFIE AnoERSON 

Ma. Wititam Lyrxas, Jr. 

Ma. C. S. Lamon. Ex-Orricio 


Eskusbia, S. €. 


-Semnig called sts 
ones commemorative coins the nase 
it wes the int ich Gesire of the 
Davidson's naz shouid apvear when 


so 


wen 


ntion to the 


2 no further 


t 


fect thet on order olenks cf 
of the artist was mentioned: 
Commission tnet Hr.sa.violte 


these blanks ere sens ont. 


ousiness the ceseting adjoumed. 


LL en 


kere Ssaretary. 


COLUMBIA SESQUI-CENTENNIAL COMMISSION 


Columbia, Ss. Ce 


Dear Sir:=— 


A ruling by the Columbia Sesqui-Centennial Commission that 
only certifited checks or money orders be accepted in pay- 
ment for the Commemorative Half Dollars makes it necessary 
that we return the personal check which was received from you. 


Inclosed you will find a Subscription Application which gives 


full information as to price of the coins and the requirements 
for purchase. 


The order already received from you will be given preferential 
consideration so we ask that you complete the Subscription 
Application and return it to us by return mail together with 
certified check or money order in the proper amount. 


Yours very truly, 


COLUMBIA SESQUI-CENTENNIAL COMMISSION 


By Sk, Foarvnmands 


Jgames H. Hammond 
Chairman 


“COLUMBIA SESQUI-CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 
Columbia, S.C. 

August 12, 1936 
Dear Sir: 

We are in receipt of your letter relative to the commemorative coins. 

We have been advised by the Mint that the designs for the coin have been accepted, but it will be a 
question of from six to eight weeks before the coins are minted due to certain preliminaries. 

The bill for the minting of the coin provided for the minting of 25,000 coins, and they will, in all 
probability, be minted in the three mints. It is our desire that the coins shall be issued to collectors, and it 
is quite probable that the maximum number will be 10 to any one collector. 

However, this question and also the price of the coin has not yet been decided by the Commission. As 
soon as these details have been arranged, an order blank will be printed and each person, whose name 
is filed with us, among them yours, will receive one of these order blanks. In the meantime, we wish to 
thank you for your patience and interest and want you to know that circumstances beyond our control 
have caused the delay. 


Yours very truly, 
James H. Hammond, Chairman 


COLUMBIA SESQUI-CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 
Columbia, South Carolina 

October 5, 1936 
Dear Sir: 

We appreciate your interest in the Columbia Sesqui-Centennial commemorative coins and regret that 
the tremendous number of orders has necessitated some delay in their delivery. 

When these coins were issued by the United States Mint, it was upon the pledge of the Sesqui- 
Centennial Commission that they would receive the widest distribution possible and become authentic 
parts of coin collections throughout the country. 

With this pledge in mind the Commission has exerted every effort to be fair to every purchaser, though 
this has occasioned considerable work for the Commission and has resulted in some delay. Our earnest 
desire is to keep these coins out of the hands of speculators. 

We appreciate your patience and know that you will agree with us that it was better to make it possible 
for bona fide collectors to secure these coins without having to pay a prohibitive price for them. 

At the time applications were accepted, the Commission reserved the right to limit the number of coins, 
as would subsequently become expedient and it is necessary that this right be exercised. 


Yours very truly, 
James H. Hammond, Chairman 


Horace Grant Flyer sent to his mailing list clients 
circa December 1, 1936 


Coin dealer Horace M. Grant stated the following: ‘ | have made two special trips to Columbia and 
regardless of all of the time and money spent, do not know what it is all about. The coins have been in 
Columbia for the past five or six weeks and no one outside of the Committee seems to know why delivery 
has not started, and they won't tell. Between sixty and seventy thousand dollars has been received by the 
Committee from collectors and dealers. The entire issue of twenty-five thousand at two dollars each is but 
fifty thousand dollars, and the cost of the issue but twenty-five thousand three hundred dollars. How long 
will the collectors put up with the kind of treatment handed out to them by the Rhode Island, the Kentucky 
and the Columbia Commissions. 

Members of the ANA won't you write to President Clarke, urging him to request of Congress, making it 
necessary for any commission desiring half dollars to have fifty thousand coins issued at one time and all 
from one mint. Further, that no issue can be carried over to another year. We love our hobby, but it will 
not live if a few grasping speculators are to continue the hardships of 1936. 


COLUMBIA SESQUI-CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 
Columbia, South Carolina 
December 7, 1936 

Dear Sir: 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your recent inquiry regarding your order for the Columbia Sesqui- 
Centennial commemorative half dollar. 

We beg to advise that your order is on file in this office and will receive proper attention. It is hoped that 
distribution of the coins will take place some time in the near future. 

Thanking you for your order and your continued patience in this matter, we are, 


Yours very truly, 
James H. Hammond, Chairman 


COLUMBIA SESQUI-CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 
Columbia, South Carolina 

December 7, 1936 
Dear Sir: 

Receipt is acknowledged of your recent communication relative to the Columbia Sesqui-Centennial 
commemorative half dollar. 

This is to advise that as yet NO COINS HAVE BEEN DISTRIBUTED TO ANYONE, COLLECTOR OR 
DEALER, COLUMBIANS INCLUDED. 

The delay in the delivery of coins has been occasioned by the fact that a through analysis of every 
individual order is necessary to determine whether the order is for collection purpose and not for 
speculation. It has been the hope of this commission to get the coins in the hands of every collector 
possible with an issue limited to 25,000 coins. 

No definite distribution date has yet been determined. However, it is hoped that delivery may begin 
within the very near future. 

Thanking you in advance for your continued patience, we are, 


Very truly yours, 
James H. Hammond 


COLUMBIA SESQUI-CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 
Columbia, South Carolina 

February 1, 1937 
Dear Mr. Nichols: 

Your letter of January 16 at hand, enclosing our refund check in the amount of $12.90. 

We are sincerely sorry that you have the feeling in regard to the distribution of the coins that we have 
been unfair. The fact that we hoped, by cutting all orders to three sets, except where we knew that the 
coins were desired for a number of collectors, was misinterpreted by you. We have handled every order 
with as much care as was humanly possible and we have made every analysis and every effort to make 
this one issue of commemoratives that was handled in a fair, just and equitable manner. If we have made 
errors, it was not because we have not tried to be fair. The Commission has worked unceasingly toward 
this end. 

We had no way of knowing when a dealer or speculator was having his friends file applications for 
coins which they later turned over to the speculators, though we tried to analyze all orders. The fact that 
they sent out information that they had plenty of coins with which to fill collectors’ orders was a constant 
source of distress and embarrassment to us, but one we could not avoid. 

We are pleased to be able to advise you that we are sending you within a few days the additional two 
sets of coins which you had ordered for officers of your society. Had we known before we mailed out the 
coins the purpose for which you desired the coins, we should have sent the order in full. 

Please bear with us just a little longer and the coins will be in your hands. 

We hope this letter of explanation will clarify the situation in your mind. 


Yours very truly, 


James H. Hammond, Chairman”? 


“, . Grant wasn’t the only one who was impatient concerning the delivery of the coins, and a number of 
other adverse comments reached print. The January 1937 issue of the Numismatic Scrapbook noted: 
‘Well, well, the Columbia...half dollar finally made its long awaited appearance. That is, it appeared for 
some of us shortly before Christmas. Evidently orders for single sets were filled first, orders for two sets 
next, and so on. Perhaps the delay is due to careful check of the orders; thereby distributing the coins as 
widely as possible. Anyway, let us hope that is the case.’ 

At long last the Columbia sets were distributed to buyers from December 8th through the 19th. Most if 
not all single orders placed for sets were filled. In an advertising circular the Columbia Sesqui Centennial 
Commission stated: ‘Residents of the City of Columbia will be given the privilege of making their purchase 
during the first 24 hours after the coins are placed on sale. Mail orders will then be filled. It is the desire of 
the Commission that the coin be sold to private collectors rather than dealers.’ 

There were never any unsold remainders. Six sets of Columbia half dollars were sealed in a time 
capsule. (These were opened in Columbia nearly 50 years later on March 22, 1986. A two-page letter 
from the secretary of the Columbia Sesqui-Centennial Commission, William Lykes, Jr., addressed to his 
1986 successor, was read, and the sets were subsequently marketed for several thousand dollars each.) 
On February 15, 1937, a set was given to President Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 


Writing in 1938, David M. Bullowa commented:? ‘The distribution was made by the commission on a 
very fair basis, and few persons were able to secure these coins in quantity. It made every endeavor to 
threat the collector fairly and to prevent the speculator from manipulating the prices of the sets in the 


open market, as had been done with many previous commemorative issues."4 


“Columbia is planning to celebrate the 150th anniversary of its founding as the Capital City of South 
Carolina next March. An elaborate program, consisting of a huge pageant, balls, parades, sporting events 
and other celebrations is being planned by the sesquicentennial commission headed by James H. 
Hammond, former Richland County Senator. 

It is also planned to publish a history of Columbia in connection with the sesquicentennial. The history 
will be comprehensive, including all phases of Columbia’s development. 

The Commission is emphasizing that the event will not be a Columbia celebration but one of the 
Capital City of South Carolina and will be designated as such. All counties in the state and neighboring 
cities in other states will be invited to participate. 

The pageant, to be professionally staged by leading experts in the nation, will portray historical events 
in the development of the Capital City, which was laid out and founded by legislative act and is one of the 
few cities in the United States to be planned in advance. 

A beauty pageant is also being planned, with queens from every county in the state to be invited. The 
sesquicentennial will begin Sunday, March 22 and on this day all the churches in the city will observe 
special religious services. 

Columbia is planning gala days for the week of March 22 and extends an invitation to all of her 
neighbors in South Carolina, Georgia and North Carolina to join in and help her celebrate her 150th 


birthday.”> 


3 An Inside View of the Coin Hobby in the 1930s: The Walter P. Nichols File, Edited by Q. David Bowers, Bowers and 
Merena Galleries, Inc., Copyright 1984 by Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc., p. 85, 97, 101, 103, 105 and 107. 

1. Per information submitted by John Flitter to The Commemorative Trail and published in the Spring 1986 issue, p. 31. 

2. The Commemorative Coinage of the United States, p. 132. 

4 Commemorative Coins of the United States; A Complete Encyclopedia, Q. David Bowers. Published by Bowers and 
Merena Galleries, Inc., Box 1224, Wolfeboro, NH 03894, 1991, p. 344-345. 

5 Aiken Standard And Review, Columbia to Celebrate Its 150th Anniversary. November 22, 1935. 
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The Coven Design 


The original sketch reproduced on the cover 
of this folder is the work of Haske.t Corvin, 
celebrated artist, and presented by Mr. Coffin 
to the Commission. 


The sketch, “Spirit of Columbia,” is being 
used as the central theme of Sesqui-Centennial 
advertising and publicity, 
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Why the Celebnation? 


One hundred and fifty years ago, Columbia 
was designated the capital of South Carolina by 
legislative enactment, This city originally was 
laid out ov land, bought by the state, as directed 
by the legislature. It is the only state capital 
in the United States of which this is true. 

The celebration is by way of observance of 
this historic milestone in the existence of the 
states It is not a commercial venture, but an 
effort on the part of loyal Cohrmbians and 
South Carolinians, who are proud of the history 
and the heritages of their city and state, to 
memorialize the founding of the Capital City, 
Elaborate preparations to make this a celebra- 
tion worthy of the event it commemorates are 
going forward. 


Every South Carolinian, as well as every 
Columbian, will be prowd of it. 


Ges 
The Pnognam 


Sunday, March 22 


Special Sesqui-Centennial services in churches 
of Columbia at the morning hour. 


Unveiling of monument to South Carolina 
signers of the Constitution, 


Sacred concert on Melton Field, University 
of South Carolina, 


Monday, March 23 


Band concerts, coronation of the Queen of 
the Sesqui-Centennial, official opening of the 
celebration, gigantic parade of gorgeous floats, 
opening performance of the brilliant Pageant, 
“Spirit of Columbia,” 


Tuesday, March 24 


Pet parade, Old-Time Volunteer Fire Depart- 
ment activities, Pioneer Flonor Roll dinner, 
Pageant. 


Wednesday, Afarch 25 


Band concerts, Old-Time Volunteer Fire De- 
partment activities, races, final presentation of 
Pageant. 


Thorsday, March 26 


Band concerts, horse show, Sesqui-Centennial 
grand ball, depositing of records in a cache in 
the new Richland county courthouse, official 
closing of the celebration. 


“Spirit of Columbia” 


This brilliant spectacle will portray the his- 
tory of Columbia from its establishment to the 
present day, presented in eleven episodes, 24 
big scenes, a dazzling prologue and a grand 
finale. 

George Washington's visit to Columbia, La- 
fayette’s entertainment here, the purchase of the 
ground on which the city was built, the legis- 
lative action under which Columbia was named 
the state's capital and interesting happenings 


eal | 


before and immediately after the city’s founding, 
all are incorporated in the pageant. 

The return of soldiers from the Mexican 
War—the famed Palmetto Regiment, scenes 
leading up wo the War Between the States and 
from the war period itself, the Secession Con- 
yeution, the surrender and burning of Columbia 
and the Reconstruction period are shown, The 
Carpetbaggers, the Ku Klux Klan and the Red 
Shirts come in for their share of attention. 
The Wallace House will be seen. 

The inauguration of Wade Hampton, saviour 
of the state from Carpethig rule, will be de- 
picted, 

Other episodes and scenes trace happenings 
through the Gay Nineties and include tributes 
to the heroes of all wars from the War for 
Independence through the World War. : 

People who see this pageant will witness re- 
productions of scenes they have read about 
since children. 

The pageant scenario has been prepared with 
painstaking work on the part of committees 
and the Director. 

Mr, Russell L, Rowland, of the John B. Rog- 
ers Producing Company, is director-in-chief of 
the celebration and pageant master, Mr, French 
Sensabaugh, of the same Company, is pageant 
director. 


Columbia Has a Wealth of History 


Visitors to the city for the celebration will 
be interested to learn of Columbia's close 
identification with the history and progress of 
South Carolina, 


Old landmarks that recall glories amd trage- 
dies of the past abound im the vicinity of Co- 
lumbia. Just a few of these interesting things 
may be mentioned here, 

_See the Sesqui-Cententiial Official Souvenir 
Program for more places of interest and more 
detail concerning them. 


The Capitel Building 


South Carolina’s capitol, considered by au- 
thorities as one of the handsomest in the entire 
country, stands in the heart of Columbia. Visit 
it, see the scars of Sherman's guns on the west 
wing, the Confederate relic room, the halls of 
the legislature, the old mace in the House of 
Representatives, the Palmetto monument, the 
monument to the Women of the Confederacy, 
the imposing equestrian statue of the great 
Wade Hampton and the countless other things 
that can be found nowhere else. 


Wilson's Boyhood Home 


Built by the War President's father, the Rev, 
Dr, Wilson, a Presbyterian minister and edu- 
cator, Now muaintained by the American 
Legion as a shrine. 


First Prestyterian Church 


Im this churchyard are buried the parents of 
Woodrow Wilson and of Ann Pamela Cun- 
ningham, the latter being founder of the move- 
ment that resulted in restoration of Mt. Vernon, 
home of George Washington. 


First Baptist Church 


In this dignified old building, South Carolina 
passed its ordinance of secession from the 
Union, the first southern state to resort to this 
action. 


Trinity Episcopal Church 


The architecture of Trinity was copied after 
Yorkminster Abbey, The churchyard is the 
last resting place of many distinguished South 
Carolinians. Among them Wade Hampton, 
Henry Timrod and others. 


Washington Street Church 


On the same site as the original building, 
which was the first church built here after the 
founding of Columbia and which was burned 
by Sherman's men. 


University of South Carolina 


Founded 1801, the third oldest state-operated 
institution in the United States. Library built 
in 1840, 


World War Memorial 


Handsome new building on the campus of the 
state university, erected in memory of South 
Carolinians who died in the World War, The 
state department of the American Legion has 
its headquarters there. See the magnificent 
memorial chapel. 


Columbia's Curb Market 
This market, maintained by the city as an 
outlet for farm produce, handles more than 


300 tons of fruits, vegetables ee! other luce 
annually, 


U, S. Veterans — 


Tremendous hospital plant just east of the 
city on the Sumter highway. Now 304 bed 
capacity, with the capacity to be doubled under 
recent congressional appropriation, 


S. C. State Hospital 


Rated generally among the nation's finest in- 
Stittrtions for treatment of the mentally ill. 


. 
we 


ae . oie@ 


Courtesy of TG. 


1786 - 1936 
HALF DOLLAR COMMEMORATING THE SESQUI-CENTENNIAL 
| OF THE FOUNDING OF COLUMBIA AS THE CAPITAL OF 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 


PATENTED CARD + FOLD BY JON MH. EOGERS, NEW TORE, 


Official mailing envelope and coin card holder. Courtesy of D. Carr. 


Courtesy of D. Carr. 
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Courtesy of TG. 


-SESQUE-CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 
_- FOUNDING OF THE CAPITAL 
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Joseph Cohen 


2060-83rd St; 
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REGISTERED 


No. 28029 


Lot Description: 1936 Columbia, South Carolina Sesquicentennial. PDS Set. MS-60 (Uncertified) with Original Cardboard 
Holder and Mailing Envelope. All coins are intensely lustrous and exhibit an original patina of gold and bronze hues. The 
original tabbed cardboard holder and mailing envelope are included. (Total: 3 coins, 1 holder and 1 envelope.) Sold for 
$616.88 


EXTENNIAL CEL EBRA TION 
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REGISTERED 


No. edd 


“MADE IN U. 5. A” 
THE AMERICAN ENVELOPE Co, 
WEST CARROLLTON, OHIO 


KAROLTON KLASP—3% x 6 
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1786° - 1936 
HALF DOLLAR COMMEMORATING THE SESQUI-CENTENNIAL 

OF THE FOUNDING OF COLUMBIA AS THE CAPITAL OF 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 


FeTENTED CAND SOLD BY JOHN H. EGGERS. NEW YORE 
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Original envelope and tab-style holder. Image courtesy of an avid collector of the commemorative coin series who 
requests to remain anonymous; Photographer: BluCC Photo’s. 


1936 


O'CARMODY’S COINS 


P.O. BOX 302 
HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92648 
LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 


MS-65> # 2578 & 3170 


1936=-D 
COLUMBIA 
MINTAGE: 8,000 


O’'CARMODY’S COINS 


P.O. BOX 302 
HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92648 
LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 
ANA # 2578 & 3170 


1936-S 


O’CARMODY’S COINS 


P.O. BOX 302 
HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92648 
LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 
ANA # 2578 & 3170 
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Courtesy of a collector who requests to remain anonymous. 
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i 7O ALL MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY: 


One of the features of this celebration was the pro- 
F duction of a History of Columbia. 


of the Commi 
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JAMES H, HAMMOND 
LAWYER 
2 CLARK LAW BULLDING 
1233 Washington St. 
COLUMBIA, S. C. 


Jamery I2th. 1937 


Chairman of the 
Bycentennial Cellebdration, 
Columbia, S.C. 


Dear Sir: 


The tox in which you find these papers was officially 
closed on the final Night of tke Sesquicentennial Celebration, &: 
the Ball, amid great enthusiasm and excitement. At that time 
the Court Houses was not complete, in facet the old one was standing. 
The vault in the New Court Eouse was to be the resting plece for th 
se documents. 


The Rew Court Eouse is under way- It will te reed 
for occupancy dy Ist. March 1957. The Suilders have ix tcr=e 
us thet the pocket in the floor is ready and that we must race 
sealed box in there now. Thursday, Jamary the [4th. ISc?T ha 
been designated ty me, and a group of the Commission, Charter of 
Commerce, City and County Cfficials, News Paver men & will gather. 


Sugzestion was rade that as the box was locked, * 
Should open it, place & card board or sozething over the ra‘vs 
already there (that placed during the Celebration) and that so: 
News Papers or anything else we wished be laid on top of it. 


one 


In a&dition to that I exvect to place on thera € set 
ei the Coins c= the Sesqui. The Coins were not mintsi it 
time to go out with the Celebration and hed to°@istriduted later. 
ve are fortunate in a wey to have this delay so that a set r2uld 
Zind place here. : 

Cur Celeoration was very successful in the era. 
EFesides giving Golumbia cre of the test pieces of advertisevens 
ever, the financial side of it was all right. We will nsve 
between twenty five and thirty thousend dollars left over rs*% 


above ali expenses to hend back to our sponsers. 


Never tefore have I witnessed such cooperation cn 
all things connected with this entire affair. Dr. Owens end 
the City Fathers, Jeff Bates, ry successor in the Senate, ard 
the Deligation. C. S. Lermon, ny predecessor as President o= the 
Chamber of Commerce, Civic Organization, all organization and 
sverybody lent a hand and did what they could. 
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#4 
JAMES H, HAMMOND 
LAWYER 
2 CLARK LAW BUILDING 
1233 Washingtea St. 
COLUMBIA, S. Cc. 


Be 


We have decidad to request the City and County, our Sponsers 
to let us invest the twenty five or thirty thousend dollars we ha::: 
left over as profit in somethings that will be perminant and con- 
memorative. 


Uppermost in our minds first is a Park. Next is Commemorative 
markers for the City and County. Then the Botanical Garden at the 
University are in great need. 


To me this whole affeir has been pleasant, bard wrk and lots 
of interest. 


The membershir of the Commission worked well. Had some Spates 
but all went fire es a whole. 


Sale of the Eistory has not meet exrectatiozs. The number 
oz demands are so limited. We expect to present copies to all 
Schools in the State. Sizce we ove nothing, paid all bills, re- 


turnsd revolving fund to City and County, we can give away these 
several thousarad tcoks. 


You Gentleren, who will, fifty years from now, have the sare 
sort of Celebration, but in a larger scale, can be assured Shet 
tnis ore was a gocc beginning, and if you do not cary on we who 
have gore on vefore will feel unkindly towards you. 


As Columbia has rapidly grown in the last twelve years from 
about thirty thousand to about sixty thousand, it should te a City 
of near three hundred thousand, at least, by your time. 


Business is splendid here now; people feel good; pvrosneri 
ard progress or all sides, with a bright future. Two 
ago it was pretty well the otner way. The Roosevelt Admini 
tration has mez: =uch to us, ard the Nation. There is a di 
fersnt slant on everything. How the curtailment of expeniitu-os 
ae us to avoid worse troubles will be effecteé no one car 
predict. 


s- 
z 


With the faitn all of hold for true South Carolinians, particn- 
larly Columbians, we pass to you out best efforts, with confidence. 


Very Truly, 


ares H. Hammond 


Cohunbia. Sesyui-Centennial Celebration 


1786-1936 
WEEK BEGINNING MARCH 22ND 


MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION: 


HON, JAMES H. HAMMOND, CHAIRMAN Columbia, 5S. G., 


MRS. JULIAN HENNIG, SECRETARY 
Dr. L. B. Owens, Trtasurcr 
Mons Jerry B. Bates 

MR. Ames HALTIWANGER 

MR. MCFig AncZAeon 

MR. WILLIAM LYKgs, Jr. 

Mr. C. BS. Lamon, Ex-Orsicio 


TO COIN COLLECTORS: 


Through your request for information regarding the half-dollars 
commemorative of Columbia's Ore Hundred and Fiftieth Birthday, ~ 
“we have learned of your interest in coin collecting. We are, 
therefore, calling your attention to the "wooden nickels". 

which were uséd as souvenirs during the Sesqui-Centennial Cele- 
bration of Columbia's Founding as the. Capital of South Carolina. 
We have a limited supply of these’"wooden nickels", which are in 
three denominations--one nickel, two nickels, and five nickels, 
They are available at face value, plus postage. An illustration 
of each denomination is being furnished on the inside of this 
letter. : 


If you desire a set of these, or one or more of any denomination, 
we shall be glad to fill your order upon receipt of it, together 
with remittance for the number you wish. 


Yours very truly, 


COLUMBIA SESQUI-CENTENNIAL COMMISSION 
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By Bis ot wi 


: 
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Jas. H. Hammond, Chairman. 


The Commemorative Trail, Fall, 1986. Courtesy of John W. Flitter (R-522, SC) p. 8. 
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certificate 

is issued by the Columbia Sesqui- 
Centennial Commission in commem- 
oration of the 150th anniversary of 
the founding of the Capital of South 
Carolina and is redeemable in coin of 
the United States of America, if pre- 
sented on or before March 31, 1936 at 
the offices of the Columbia Chamber 

Commerce, 


Courtesy of Stacks Bowers Galleries. 
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Courtesy of Stacks Bowers Galleries 


Courtesy of Stacks Bowers Galleries. 
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CENTURY Ii 
COLUMBIA BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 


POST OFFICE BOX 2826/COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29202 
TELEPHONE 803-733-6718 


THE 1936 COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 
SESQUI-CENTENNIAL WOODEN NICKEL 


Dear Purchaser, 


The wooden money which you have purchased was recovered 
from the “Time Capsule" of the Sesqui-Centennial (150th) Celebration 
of 1936. These wooden nickels remained undisturbed in the time 
capsule for almost fifty years. 


During the 1936 Celebration, 24,000 pieces of wooden money 
with a total face value of $1,500 were produced as souvenirs 
and actually used at face value by the Main Street merchants 
eof Columbia. Only four hundred pieces, of the original 24,000 
pieces produced, were recovered from the time capsule having 
a face value of approximately $50. 


The Wooden Money Committee of the Sesqui-Centennial 
Celebration was headed by Mr. Virgil Dibble. Printing of the 
nickels was done by the Cary Printing Company on veneer produced 
in South Carolina. 


The sale of the wooden money began February 27, 1936 
and was redeemable in cash at the old Columbia Chamber of 
Commerce office located at the corner of Main and Lady Streets, 
the corner currently occupied by the Governors House Motel. 
The Chamber redeemed these nickels ‘through March 31, 1936 and 
afterwards sold them as souvenirs or keepsakes. Later in 1936 
the wooden nickels were offered and sold to coin collectors in 
connection with the selling of the government issued Columbia 
Sesqu-Centennial Commemorative Half-Dollars. Fewer than 1,000 
pieces are suspected to surive today, including those just recovered. 


John W. Flitter 
Coin and Wooden Money Historian 
Columbia Bicentennial Committee 


©. Seanley Smith, Jr., Chairman James B. Holderman 

Mrs. L S. Leevy Johnson Edwin Russell 
Mayor T. Patton Adams Thomas N. McLean Major General Robert B. Solomon 
David G. Ellison, Sr. William C. Ours Mrs. Edmund R. Teylor 


A. T. (Gus) Graydon Hyman Rubin, Sr. Kirkmen Finlay, Jr. (ex-officio) 
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When the South Carolina mace is put in its place here in front of the House speaker, the lights on the rostrum light up. 
(Mary Ann Chastain/Special to the SC Daily Gazette.) 


State Capitol House Chamber Mace Columbia, SC. 2017 01 05. By Dick, 2017 01 05 Published January 6, 2017. 
https://www.dickndebbietravels.com/?attachment_id=26022 


A photocopy of the missing sword and the mace of South Carolina, Nov. 6, 2023, in Columbia, S.C.(Mary Ann 
Chastain/Special to the SC Daily Gazette.) 


Part of States Newsroom, Daily Montanan 


Theft of SC symbol of power remains a mystery 8 decades later. By: Seanna Adcox - Tuesday December 26, 2023 11:49 
am. 

Few photographs exist of South Carolina’s original sword of state, which disappeared from the state Senate in February 
1941. The 50-inch sword has a flamberge, or wavy, blade. This is the photograph in the FBI National Stolen Art File. 
(Provided by the S.C. House clerk’s office). 

COLUMBIA — Call it South Carolina’s “National Treasure” mystery — except, in this true caper, the lost relic’s existence 
was never in doubt, and there is no hidden map with clues on its location. At least, not that anyone’s discovered since it 
went missing nearly 83 years ago. 

How South Carolina’s original sword of state, which dates to at least 1704, disappeared remains the subject of 
speculation and Statehouse legends. 

Theories range from the simple — that a tourist snatched it from the Senate dais, shoved it down a pants leg, and walked 
out with the hilt hidden under a coat — to the absurd. The 5-foot sword with a snakelike blade, reminiscent of the flaming 
sword in Genesis guarding the tree of life, was stolen by Nazi sympathizers obsessed with the occult, one story goes. 

After all, it was 1941. 
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The State/Columbia, S.C., Sunday, October 12, 1986 


1936 coins will be auctioned 


Eight sets of specially made 1936 
coins, placed in a time capsule for the 
past 50 years to mark Columbia’s ses- 
qui¢entennial, are being auctioned by 
Columbia Bicentennial officials. 

The half-dollar coins have caused 
“a considerable stir” among collec- 
tors of United States commemorative 
coins, officials said. One reason is that 
the.1936 coins were accompanied by 
letters and other material giving in- 
formation about the issue. Another is 
that they are legal U.S. currency that 
was minted to commemorate Colum- 


bia’s 150th birthday in 1936. 

Of the 10 sets of coins in the cap- 
sule, which was opened this year, 
eight sets are being placed on auction. 
One of the sets is on display in the 
lobby of South Carolina National 
Bank at Main and Washington streets. 

Officials said choice sets of the 
1936 coins had been selling for more 
than $2,000. Bids for the coins con- 
tained in the time capsule will be 
accepted by mail through October, 
and bids must be at least $1,000. A 10 
percent deposit must accompany 


each bid. Deposits of unsuccessful 
bidders will be returned. 


Proceeds will help defray the cost 
of bicentennial projects. Of the’ two 
remaining sets of 1936 coins, one set 
will be placed in a time capsule to be 
opened in 50 years. The other will be 
on display at McKissick Museum. 


Bids should be sent to: Sesquicen- 
tennial Coin Auction, P.O. Box 2826, 
Columbia, 29202. Checks should be 
made out to the Columbia Bicentenni- 
al Committee. 


The above news clipping was sent to me by Louis B. Goodsell (R-9, SC). Of course, the ‘time capsule’ 
referred to in this article is the same one that John Flitter had a hand in researching — no pun intended. 
I’m looking forward to finding out the prices realized on this one. Personally, | think it is one of the most 
interesting commemorative finds in a long time ---- mainly due to the wealth of paperwork involved. . . 

If any of you have interesting pieces of information you would like to share with your fellow Society 
members, just post them along to me! | will be happy to velox' them and return your original items 
unharmed. Just make sure your wrap them carefully before you post them to: Ray Mercer, 151 Elm 
Street, New Canaan, CT 06840. If you want them insured, PLEASE, state their value so | know what to 


insure them for on the trip back home.”® 


“As my investigation into the history of the Columbia, SC commemorative half dollar proceeds, the 
amount of material uncovered continues to grow. Extensive numbers of original documents and materials 
continue to be found which give a detailed documentation to the complete history of the coin. The latest 
find being the original eight inch plaster cast of the obverse and reverse from which the master dies were 
made. As the amount of materials is too extensive to cover in only one article, | have developed a short 
chronology about the distribution of the coins in the latter months of 1936. 


Friday, September 11th, 1936 
Dies for the Columbia coin completed and a check for three hundred dollars sent to the mint in 
payment for the making of the master die. 
Wednesday, September 16th, 1936 
Commission sets price of coin at $2 plus 15 cents for postage and insurance. Sales to be restricted to 
not more than ten sets (three coins per set — PDS) to any one individual, company, or organization. Sale 


of coins will not begin until all three issues have been received. Columbia residents will be given first 
chance to purchase coins, sale starting locally 24 hours before mail order sale. 


1. Velox, is a Latin word meaning "swift" or "rapid". What is a synonym for velox?. . . photocopying, photocopied, Xerox. 
®The Commemorative Trail, Fall, 1986, p. 33. 


Monday, September 21st, 1936 


Nine thousand coins from Philadelphia Mint received in Columbia today. Coins are stored at the South 
Carolina National Bank which has loaned the commission the money to pay the Mint face value of 
$4,500. James H. Hammond, Chairman of the Commission, expects to receive coins from the other two 
mints within ten days. All coins will remain in the vault at the South Carolina National Bank until the day 
they are placed on sale. 


Wednesday, October 7th, 1936 


15,300 coins arrive in Columbia today from Denver and San Francisco Mints. Denver Mint shipment 
contains only 7,300 of the 8,000 pieces expected. Sale of coins held up until whereabouts of remaining 
700 coins resolved. 


Monday, October 10th, 1936 


(beginning of sentence too light to read) to date. Expect orders to exceed 20,000 by end of week. 
Columbians urged to (too light to read). Denver mint says 700 coins have been shipped, but they have 
not arrived (end of sentence too light to read.) 


Thursday, October 15th, 1936 


Largest number of orders received at Columbia today. Approximately 23,000 pieces of money have 
been ordered. Tomorrow’s mail expected to bring enough orders to exhaust authorized mintage of 25,000 
coins. U.S. Senator James F. (Jimmy) Burns of South Carolina notified Mary M. O’Reilly, Acting Director 
of the Mint, that the 700 missing coins will be shipped in a few days. She explains that the Denver Mint 
shipped the 7,300 pieces in order to assist the Commission in the early sale of the coins and planned to 
furnish remainder as soon as they were minted?! 


Monday, October 19th, 1936 


Orders considerably exceed mintage. Commission continues to be flooded with orders. No coins have 
been issued. Extra care in reviewing orders is taken in order to prevent speculation. 


Thursday, October 29th, 1936 


Due to over subscription, it will be necessary to reduce number of sets available to subscribers. Orders 
will be limited to three sets per order instead of ten sets as specified in order form. Columbians may place 
orders in person at Chamber of Commerce offices all day Friday through Saturday noon. Preference for 
orders will be given to Columbians. Orders for 35,000 coins received thus far. 


Saturday, October 31st, 1936 


9,000 coins will go to Columbians unless orders are rejected or reduced. Total orders received exceed 
mintage of 15,000. 


Rest of page unreadable. 
Friday, November 6th, 1936 
Wire sent to the numismatic editor of NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE declaring no Columbia coins have 
been issued. Seems circulars have been sent by someone to some coin collectors saying that Columbia 


coins have already been distributed. Coins have been 100% oversubscribed. Orders received being 
reviewed to prevent speculation. Date for delivery of coins not yet set. 


Wednesday, November 18th, 1936 
Members of the Commission, Anderson, Haltiwanger, and Hennig given final authority to check all 
orders to prevent duplication and speculation. Will exercise every possible care to prevent anyone 
receiving a large amount of coins for resale at inflated prices. 


Friday, December 11th, 1936 


Mail orders for single coins and single sets are mailed out this afternoon. Following delivery of small 
orders will be orders for two and three sets. 


Friday, December 18th, 1936 
Distribution to Columbia residents began at 11:00AM and will continue through 12 Noon Saturday at 
the Chamber of Commerce offices. Nearly all out-of-town orders have been mailed. 
Friday, January 5th, 1937 
Commission authorizes Hammond (Commission Chairman) and Columbia Mayor Owens to present 
President Roosevelt, Senator Burns and Smith, and Congressman Fulmer with set of commemorative 
coins. 
Monday, February 15th, 1937 
Hammond and Mayor Owens, accompanied by Senator Burns, present President Roosevelt with set of 


Columbia of Columbia coins and set of wooden nickels at the White House. (Editor's note: the wooden 
nickels are illustrated on page 9) 
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1936 Columbia, South Carolina, Sesquicentennial Half Dollar. Bequest of Franklin D. Roosevelt, Library number MO 
1941.40.4.12. 


| am currently in the process of photographing most of the material | have uncovered in black and 
white, color, and color slides for future preservation. Included in this article are photos of the original 


plaster casts and the only unused mailing envelope and Columbian coin holder in existence.”” 


Cornelius Vermeule writes: “A. Wolfe Davidson has provided a half dollar of the emblematic type in 
1936 to commemorate the sesquicentennial of the founding of Columbia, South Carolina. The coin 
presents a weak combination of allegorical obverse and symbolic reverse, with disparate lettering, 
cramped on one side and spread out irregularly on the other (fig. 220). The obverse, Justice flanked by 
the two State House buildings, is minutely diffused and badly proportioned for the area of the tondo. On 
this side the inscription says too much. The reverse of palmetto tree, 13 stars, oak branch, and mottoes 
stuffed in between is boring; it recalls the 19th-century primitivism of a Spanish colonial or newly 
independent South American country’s large denominations in silver, but lacks the spontaneity of those 
rugged pieces of eight. The Columbia half dollar, of course, lacks the rough feeling of work in a screw 


press evoked by these coins.”8 
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i 1786 - 1936 
HALF DOLLAR COMMEMORATING THE SESQUI-CENTENNIAL 
OF THE FOUNDING OF COLUMBIA AS THE CAPITAL OF 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 


PATENTED CARD - SOLD BY JOHN H. EGGERS, NEW YORE. 


Courtesy of the McKissick Museum. Location: McKissick Building 1501 Pendleton Street Columbia, S.C. 29201. 


7 The Commemorative Trail; The Journal of the Society for U.S. Commemorative Coins, New Findings on Columbia Half , 
by John Flitter (R-522, SC., Fall, 1986, Volume 3 — No. 1, p. 35-37. 

8 Numismatic Art In America; Aesthetics of the United States Coinage, 2nd edition, Cornelius Vermeule, Whitman 
Publishing, LLC, 2007, p. 186. 


by John W. Flitter, R=522, Sc 


Dear Society Members: 


Yes, it's true, eigt nt of the Colt 
auctioned im November, 1986 
TCT was: the only public 
Bicentennial Commiss 


3 a “Time Gapsule" Sets of commemorative coins were 
3 er article appearing in the Fall, 1986 issue of 
announ ament made through Columbia's major newspaper. The 
asked me for alternate methods of disposition of the sets which 
in 1986. Needless to say, one of the five alternatives included a 
wirchase offer by me, Of the alternatives the following method of 
. By ‘the commission after much discussion and. debate. 


en sets, one set was donated to the McKissick Museum located on the University 
South Carolina campus in Columbia for exhibit purposes. A second set was placed ori 
at another museum through the end of 1986 and then deposited in another time 

sule for its second, fifty year, trip through time to arrive at Columbia's 250th 
birthday celebration. The remaining eight sets were auctioned to the public, 


The auction was carried out as described in the newspaper article. Bids had to ms 
postmarked no later than October 31 and those received were opened NoWember 3rd. A 
committee of three persons including the Bicentennial Executive Director, the chairman 
of the Token Committee who opened and read the bids, and me. 


red actferent bids wert Fee 


id for the coin sets from both local and ont of state 
ssful bids amounted to well over $16,000 for the eight 


Tn an effort to maintain the eight set's identity and pedigree as "Time Capsule" sets, I 
developed ia package of materials which accompanied each set as it went out to its new 
residence. I had assigned a number 1 through 10 to each set earlier in 1986 in the order 
I fixst opened them as they were recovered from the time capsule. Set number 1 went te 
the McKissick Museum. and. set. number 3 was buried with the 1986 time capsule on December 
> Set numbers 2,4,5,6,7,8,9 and 10 were delivered to their new owners in 


Included in €ach materials package Was 4 cértification card signed by the Chairman of 
the Bicentenwial Golimittee and notarized; attesting to the set's historic nature and 
identified as to its assigned number. A selected group of original documents was 
reproduced and niimbered with the same number as each coin set and included with each 
package. Successful bidders also received a complete set of the wooden nickels, also 
recovered from the time capsule (last TCT} along with a one page history of those 
souvenirs. The coin sets were sent out in commercially available three piece plastic 
holders, having been placed there by me after removal from their original cardboard 
holders. The original envelope and coin holder were each sealed in plastic containers’ to 
prevent soiling or damage. I also included a letter in each package with a short 
description of the history and some instruction on the handling of rare coins. 


There Were copies of nine dociiments from the 1936 capsile inclided in each coim sets" 
materials package. These documents were selected by me because of their chronological 
importance. The first document was a letter of 1/23/36 from Hammond to Rep. H.B. Fulmer 
informing him of the commission's interest in his bill for the coins. The second letter 
document of 2/24/36 from Fulmer to Senator Byrnes tuld him that the bill passed the 
Some Lge eee and asked Byrnes for prompt action in the Senate. The third letter 

ih Byrnes! to Hammond. says the bill has passed House and Senate with 
d shawid be before the President tomorrow or next day. 


The Commemorative Trail; The Journal of the Society for U.S. Commemorative Coins, Winter—Spring, 1987 -- Volume 3 - 
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CENTURY IIL #4 
COLUMBIA BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 


POST OFFICE BOX 2826/COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29202 
TELEPHONE 803-733-6718 


November 14, 1986 


Dear Successful Bidder: 


On behalf of the City of Columbia, it's two hundredth anniversary 
celebration, and the Bicentennial Committee, I thank you for your 
most generous bid on the Sesqui-Centennial coin sets. 


Of the ten sets of coins recovered from the 1936 time capsule, 
only eight sets were auctioned. One of the two sets retained has 
been donated to the McKissick Museum on the University of South 
Carolina campus. The other set will be placed in a time capsule 
at the end of this year to be opened in 50 years. 


The set of coins which you have received has been assigned 
a number between 1 and 10. This number has no relation to the 
grading of the sets, but was assigned by me in the order in which 
they were opened after recovery from the 1936 time capsule. Set 
number 1 resides at McKissick Museum and set 3 will be placed in 
the Bicentennial time capsule. 


Your set of coins is housed in a protective plastic holder. If 
you decide to remove your coins from this holder and you are not 
sure how to handle rare coins, please contact a local rare coin expert 
or me before doing so. Your original issue envelope and cardboard 
holder have been sealed in protective plastic to prevent soiling from 
handling. 


In an effort to preserve the heritage and pedigree of your 
set, please retain all documents received with the coins. If, in the 
future, you should decide to dispose of your time capsule set of 
coins, please contact me as I will attempt to keep track of the sets 
in the future. This information will not be made public nor will your 
name be revealed for any reason as a successful bidder without your 
permission. Confidentiality is assured. 


Again, thanks for participating in the auction and I am sure 
you will enjoy your historical purchase. 


Sincerely as : 
Sapev oe 
n 


and Wooden Money Historian 
Columbia Bicentennial Committee 


©. Stanley Smith, Jr, Chairman oe 
a I Jo! Edwin Russell 
Mayor T. Patton Adams Thomas N. McLean Major General Robert B. Solomon 
David G. Ellison, Sr. Wiltiam C. Ouzts Mrs. Edmund R. Taylor 
A. T. (Gus) Graydon Hyman Rubin, Sr. Kirkman Finlay, Je. (ex-officio) 
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CENTURY Il] . 
COLUMBIA BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 


POSTOFF LT BON S8e CMT MPTA SOT ARLLINA Da? 


Sesquicentennial Coins 


Set No. 9 


This is to certify that the Columbia, South Carolina 
Sesquicentennial coin set included herewith is 
set no. G of the ten sets recovered from the 
Sesquicentennial time capsule on March 22, 1986. 


Gass 


Columbia Bicentennia 


Sworn. to and subscribed before me 


this wo day of Wiaseylssn , 1986 


W. Flitter, Notory Publi 
My Commission Expires October 9, 1989 
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Cornelius Vermeule writes: “A. Wolfe Davidson has provided a half dollar of the emblematic type in 
1936 to commemorate the sesquicentennial of the founding of Columbia, South Carolina. The coin 
presents a weak combination of allegorical obverse and symbolic reverse, with disparate lettering, 
cramped on one side and spread out irregularly on the other (fig. 220). The obverse, Justice flanked by 
the two State House buildings, is minutely diffused and badly proportioned for the area of the tondo. On 
this side the inscription says too much. The reverse of palmetto tree, 13 stars, oak branch, and mottoes 
stuffed in between is boring; it recalls the 19th-century primitivism of a Spanish colonial or newly 
independent South American country’s large denominations in silver, but lacks the spontaneity of those 
rugged pieces of eight. The Columbia half dollar, of course, lacks the rough feeling of work in a screw 


press evoked by these coins.”9 


La 


Abraham Wolfe Davidson Bio: “Outside Clemson's newly 
renovated Littlejohn Coliseum stands one of the University's 
most famous ‘residents’ -- the Littlejohn Tiger. It has quietly 
watched over more than three decades of Clemson students. 

But the Littlejohn Tiger has its own story to tell. 

Its story, however, starts back at the even better known 
bronze sculpture of Thomas Green Clemson in front of 
Tillman Hall. And the story of both Clemson landmarks goes 
all the way to Vitebsk, Russia, over 100 years ago. 

There, in 1903, was born A. Wolfe ‘Abe’ Davidson, 
destined to be one of Clemson's most unusual students. 

While four of his brothers immigrated to the United States 
prior to 1914, young Abe and his parents remained in 
Russia. An early interest in art sent him to the Russian 
National Art School in Vitebsk where he studied after the 
Russian Revolution. In 1922, a brother succeeded in having 
him and his mother smuggled from Russia to Latvia. 

Later that year, Davidson immigrated to Greenville, S.C., at the age of 19. He continued his study of 
art, sculpture in particular, while being tutored in the English language. He spent two years in New York 
City widening his artistic knowledge through close observance of work in museums and galleries. Stricken 
with a serious illness in 1928 due to the aftereffects of the famine in Russia, Davidson was an invalid for 
the next six years. Despite the debilitating illness, he was determined to continue sculpting. 
In 1934, Davidson was admitted to Clemson College under very interesting circumstances. Through 
special arrangements with President Enoch Sikes and J.C. Littlejohn, the College's business manager, 
Davidson was given a studio and materials to construct a statue of Thomas Green Clemson. This cast 
cement statue would serve as payment for his room, board and tuition. Little did he know his creation 
would become one of the University's most prized landmarks. 

Davidson worked at Clemson for two years and in that time sculpted the cast-stone football panel at 
Fike Recreation Center and made a portrait bust of President Sikes. 

In addition, Davidson was called upon to design the commemorative half dollar for the 1936 
Sesquicentennial Celebration of the state Capitol in Columbia. He also produced sculptures of many 
prominent South Carolinians and Georgians. 

Davidson was a pioneer in establishing Greenville's art association and art gallery, which is now the 
Greenville County Museum of Art. He also taught part-time at Greenville High School from 1936 to 1943. 
The outbreak of war in 1943 sent him to Marietta, Ga., where he was coordinator of experimental 
engineering at Bell Aircraft. He returned to teaching in 1948 and became director of the art department at 
Brenau College in Gainesville, Ga., a position he held until his retirement. 

In 1966, Davidson was called back home to Clemson. With funding from Blue Key, he prepared a new 
plaster model of the Thomas Green Clemson statue for the bronze casting now on campus. ‘The present 
statue is a realization of a 30-year dream,’ stated Davidson. 


9 Numismatic Art In America; Aesthetics of the United States Coinage, 2nd edition, Cornelius Vermeule, Whitman 
Publishing, LLC, 2007, p. 186. 


A few years later, after the construction of Clemson's new basketball arena, the Littlejohn Coliseum, 
the University called on the artist again. This time, Tiger Brotherhood commissioned Davidson to create 
another work of art for the west side of campus. Using aluminum, Davidson sculpted the now famous 
Littlejohn Tiger, a symbol of strength and beauty that was unveiled at the dedication of the new Littlejohn 
Coliseum in 1969. 

Davidson passed away in 1981 at the age of 78 in Gainesville, Ga., and was buried in Greenville. 

What started out as payment for Davidson's college education has turned into one of Clemson's most 
prominent landmarks. The Clemson statue, sometimes affectionately called ‘Old Green Tom,’ is a focal 
point of the Clemson campus. 

The Littlejohn Tiger has become a Clemson icon, as well, and perhaps a symbol of one of Clemson's 
most extraordinary students. With its fascinating tale of Abe Wolfe Davidson and all his endeavors, the 
Tiger will continue to stand proudly outside Littlejohn Coliseum for many more decades and students to 


come.”1° 


Congressional Authorization Act: 
[PUBLIC—NO. 476—74"4 CONGRESS] 
[H. R. 8886] 

AN ACT 


To authorize the coinage of 50-cent pieces in commemoration of the sesquicentennial anniversary of the 
founding of the capital of South Carolina at Columbia, South Carolina. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That, in commemoration of the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the 
capital of South Carolina at Columbia, South Carolina, there shall be coined by the Director of the Mint 
twenty-five thousand silver 50-cent pieces, such coins to be of standard size, weight, and fineness of a 
special appropriate design to be fixed by the Director of the Mint, with the approval of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, but the United States shall not be subject to the expense of making the model for master dies 
or other preparations for this coinage. 


SEC. 2. Coins commemorating the founding of the capital of South Carolina at Columbia, South Carolina, 
shall be issued at par, and only upon the request of a committee of not less than three persons duly 
authorized by the mayor of the city of Columbia, South Carolina. 


SEC. 3. Such coins may be disposed of at par or at a premium by the committee, duly authorized in 
section 2, and all proceeds shall be used in furtherance of the commemoration of the founding of the 
capital of South Carolina at Columbia, South Carolina. 


SEC. 4. That all laws now in force relating to the subsidiary silver coins of the United States and the 
coining or striking of the same; regulating and guarding the process of coinage; providing for the 
purchase of material, and for the transportation, distribution, and redemption of the coins; for the 
prevention of debasement or counterfeiting; for the security of the coin; or for any other purposes, 
whether said laws are penal or otherwise, shall, so far as applicable, apply to the coinage herein directed. 


SEC. 5. The coins authorized herein shall be issued in such numbers, and at such times as they may be 
requested by the committee, duly authorized by said mayor of Columbia, South Carolina, only upon 
payment to the United States of the face value of such coins. 


Approved, March 18, 1936. 


10 Clemson University. 


